Credentialing pathway timeline for
PROFESSIONAL CERTIFIED COACH (PCC)

COACHING EDUCATION

¢ 125+ hours of coaching education.

e Level 2 path: complete an accredited.
Level 2 programin full; education,
mentor coaching and assessment are
built into the program.

e Portfolio path: provide evidence of
125+ hours from CCE ornon-ICF-ac-
credited education. Non-accredited
curriculum s reviewed against ICF
standards.

e Older ACTP/ACSTH, Level 1 or partial
Level 2 education? Use ICF guidance /
Credential Path Survey to identify your
route.

APPLICATION SUBMISSION

e Current paths: Level 2 and Portfolio.

e Current published fees: Level 2 $375
member/ $525 non-member; Portfolio $750
/ $900.

e Currentreview estimates: 4 weeks Level 2; 18
weeks Portfolio.

e |ICF has said updated Portfolio pricing from
April 2027 will be more affordable; details are
forthcoming
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Prepared September 2026 from current ICF Global published guidance. Requirements, fees and transition arrangements can
change; check ICF before applying.
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EXPERIENCE

e 500+ coaching hours with at least 25 clients.

e Atleast 450 hours must be paid.

e Atleast 50 hours must be completed within
the 18 months before applying.
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MENTOR COACHING

e 10 hours over at least 3 months, including atleast 3
one-to-one hours (unless completed within your
Level 2 program).

e Current 2026 rule for Portfolio: mentor must hold
an active PCC or MCC credential ingood standing.

e From1Jan 2027: any new mentor coaching hours
must be completed withan MCS-PCC mentor
coach.

e For applications from1April 2027: atleast 3
coaching sessions are observed/reviewed and a
Competency Review Formis submitted.

ASSESSMENT PROCESS & PERFORMANCE EVALUATION

e Until 31 Mar 2027/, Portfolio candidates submit 2 recorded coaching
sessions with transcripts for performance evaluation.

e From1April 2027, the separate Portfolio performance evaluationis
removed andreplaced by enhanced mentor coaching.

e Level 2 candidates continue torely on their accredited program
certificate; programsincorporate the updated requirements.

EXAMINATION

e Until 9 Nov 2026: pass the current ICF Credentialing Exam.

¢ 10 Nov 2026 - 31 Mar 2027: candidates testing/retesting may
choose the current exam or the new PCC-MCC Exam.

eFrom1Apr2027: the new PCC-MCC Examisrequired for
testing/retesting.

CREDENTIAL AWARDED
e PCCisvalid for three years from the month
of issue and must then be renewed.
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